Setting Up Cron Job for WordPress

This document will walk you through the steps to create a manual Cron Job for
WordPress. Doing this could also have additional benefits such as your site running
faster. It also makes normal post scheduling more accurate and reliable. So if your site
commonly misses scheduled posts, this is the best alternative instead of another
plugin.

Access Your cPanel

Log in to your web host cPanel. Locate Cron Jobs. You can do this by:

1. Searching for Cron
2. Or looking for the icon in the Advanced section.
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Enter Email (Temporary)

On the next screen, in the Cron Email field, enter your email address, click Update
Email

Please note. This may result in a lot of duplicate emails for you. It is not necessary to
have an email sent to you every time tasks are run. However, when you first set up a
cron job, you will want to make sure it is running properly without errors.
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That is why it is a good idea to have emails sent to you so you can see the results.
Until you are satisfied the tasks are run properly, you can turn them off.
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Cron Email

Send an email each time that 2 cron job runs. less =

You can choose to receive an email each time a ggon job runs a command. If y
cron job, use the fallowing command o redy e cron job's output to /devy
Current Email:(None)

Email: |youremail@domain.com| | @

| Update Email“

Setup Task Schedule

In the Add a New Cron Job area, select an option in the Common Settings drop
down.

We do not suggest once every minute. Once per five minutes is generally good but
you may want to adjust this up or down based on how successful your tasks are. We
chose once every 5 minutes.
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Add a New Cron Job

Cﬂrr!mm v -- Common Settings -- |
Settings! _
Once Per Minute (**** %)
Minute [ e e
Twice Per Hour (0,30 * " 7)
Hourl  onee Per Hour (0° % * ¥)
Twice Per Day (00,12 ** )
Once PerDay (00 * ")
Monthi  Once Per Week (0 0~ 0)
On the 18t and 15th of the Month (00 1,15 * )
Weekday!  pnce Per Month (D0 1)
Once Per Year (00117 —|

Day!

Command. ,

Enter Command To Run

For command to run, enter this line. Be sure to change the domain name to your
own. Also make sure that the URL to WordPress is correct. For example, if
WordPress is installed on http://www.suesblog.com/wordpress/ then change the
example to http://www.suesblog.com/wordpress/wp-cron.php?doing_wp_cron=1

Command to run:

wget http://www.yourdomain.com/wp-cron.php?doing wp cron=1
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Add a New Cron Job

Common
Settings:

Minute: Once Per Five Minutes [*/5)
Hour: I:I Every Hour {%)
Day: I:I Every Day 7]

Month: |:| Every Manth {7}

Weekday: |:| Every Day {7 ¥

Command: |'.~.rgct http:mcu:htraininghall.compr-crnn.php?dningl
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Save Cron

Save or Add New Cron Job. Once you do, you will see the job listed below.

Current Cron Jobs

Minure Hour Davy MomtH Werxnay Commann AcTions

wyek http: /S eechtraininghall . confup-

=g L3 = = -
cron.php?doing wp_cron=1

Edit Delete

Home ® Trademarks Heidp Documentation ™ Contact " Log Out

Example Email

If you entered your email address above, you will begin seeing emails in your inbox. If
you do not see them, check your spam box. It is very common of these messages to
be flagged as spam. Sometimes your email service provider will filter out these



Setting Up Cron Job for WordPress

message on their end. In that case you may never receive them. Use a different email
address instead.
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Example Email Contents

Make sure you open these emails to see if the cron job is successful. This is what a
successful cron job looks like. If it shows something else with strange messages,
your cron job might be encountering problems and not executing properly.

Cron Daemon <ooli@host kensndlyrebe come 3:20 PM (31 minubes ago) - -

o mue |-

2015-09-29 16:0):01 - hilp:Meckiraininghall. combsgp-cron_phpTdoing wp oon=1
Raszalving 1echiraininghall.com... 209.58.141.205
Connecting to lechiraininghall. com|209.58.141.205]:80... connected.
HTTP raquast sent, awating response... 200 OK
Length: 0 [texdhimil]
Saving lo: "wp-cron.php?doing wp_cron=1.13207

QK 0.00 =0s

2015-0r8-29 156:20:02 {0.00 Bds) - “wp-cron phpfdoing_wp_cron=1.1320" saved [0/0)

How To Remove Email

If you want to stop cron job emails, simply leave the email field blank and click
update. It will show Current Email as (none)
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Cron Email

Send an email each time that 2 cron job runs. less =

You can choose to receive an email each time a cron
cron jab, use the following command to redirect the

Current Email: {None)

Email: ||

[ Update Email |

Disable WordPress's Internal Cron

After you have successfully set up the Cron job above and it is running as expected,
you may want to turn off WordPress's internal cron. This can help speed up your site

a little bit.

In cPanel, look for File Manager.
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Open wp-config.php

File Manager will open in a new tab. Locate your wp-config.php file. Select it and
click Code Editor.
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Edit wp-config.php

Editing the file will open yet another tab in your browser. Just before "That's all, stop
editing", enter the following lines.

//Disable internal Wp-Cron function
define ('DISABLE WP CRON', true);

Save the file.
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// Disable display of errors and warnings
define( 'WP DEBUG DISPLAY', false);
8ini set('display errors’,0);

//Disable internal Wp-Cron function o
define( 'DISABLE WP_CRON', true);

/* That's all, stop editing! Happy blogging. */

/** Bbsolute path to the WordPress directory. */

if ( !defined( 'ABSPATH') )
define( ABSPATH', dirname({ FILE )} . "/'});
¥lCron - X | 2 Sitesr X | [ aMem X Lynette
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